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Abstract. This systematic review aimed to analyze the criminalization and victimization of immigrants in 
socially significant crimes and to examine the methodologies used in these studies. A total of 25 articles 
were selected from 100 initially identified through searches in Scopus and Web of Science, covering 
publications from 1993 to 2025. The methodological approaches included both primary and secondary 
analyses, using quantitative and qualitative designs. The findings reveal that the criminalization of 
immigrants—especially those with irregular status—leads to social stigmatization and restricts access to 
justice, increasing their vulnerability to victimization. Fear of deportation and lack of trust in law 
enforcement discourage crime reporting among immigrant communities. The review concludes that 
immigration does not lead to higher crime rates. However, securitization discourse and exclusionary 
policies perpetuate negative stereotypes, reinforcing immigrants’ marginalization. It is recommended that 
future research expand beyond the U.S. context and include Latin American countries, where empirical 
studies remain scarce. Practically, this review highlights the urgent need to reform policies that criminalize 
migration, in order to protect fundamental rights and promote social inclusion. 

 
 
 

1. INTRODUCTION 

Migration flows have presented various challenges and significant repercussions in the economic, political, and social spheres 
of host countries. Immigrants are often perceived from a problematic lens, frequently associated with irregularity, criminality, and 
insecurity (Groeger et al., 2024).   

From an economic and financial perspective, migration waves can significantly impact the macroeconomy of a receiving 
country. International studies typically focus on three key elements to assess these effects: (i) the magnitude of the migratory 
phenomenon, (ii) the duration of immigrants' stay in the host country, and (iii) their level of qualification (Central Bank of Chile, 
2019).   

On the social front, misguided narratives about migration have proliferated, linking it to criminality. This social stigma has 
fostered widespread rejection and hatred toward immigrants. Such stigmatization is rooted in several factors, including polit ical 
rhetoric, the administrative status of immigrants, interpretations of official crime data, and even the penal system, which often 
labels undocumented immigrants first as "illegal" or "irregular" and, ultimately, as criminals (Rodríguez, 2021). The use of terms 
such as "undocumented immigrants" or "illegal immigrants" directly contributes to social labeling and marginalization (Peña et al., 
2021).  Labeling someone as a criminal inherently places them in a position of inferiority within the social order (Pérez Correa, 
2013).   

Various authors argue that the penalization of undocumented immigration has led to a phenomenon known as criminalization 
(Stumpf, 2006; Franko & Bosworth, 2013; Menjívar et al., 2018). This process involves the social construction of a situation or 
phenomenon as a crime, resulting in legal consequences, including punitive sanctions. In the context of undocumented migration, 
criminalization has been both a social and political process, transforming irregular migration into an illegal act with penal 
implications (Franko & Bosworth, 2013).   

Criminalizing immigrants prevents them from being seen as potential victims, thereby increasing their vulnerability to crimes. 
Victimization refers to the process by which individuals become susceptible to criminal activities (Carballo & Topalli, 2021). For 
immigrants, this vulnerability often stems from their precarious status, where being undocumented is strongly associated with 
social risks and structural vulnerabilities (Comino et al., 2020).   

The perception of an immigrant lacking legal documentation can activate the "Deportation Threat Dynamic", a cycle of 
exploitation where migrants are labeled as "illegal" by employers or criminals, leading to their victimization. This dynamic assumes 
that, out of fear of repercussions due to their migratory status, immigrants are unlikely to report abuse to authorities (Fussel, 2011; 
Comino et al., 2020; Carballo & Topalli, 2021).   

Given the abundance of studies and research on this topic, a comprehensive literature review is essential to deepen our 
understanding and pave the way for new investigations.  
 

2. METHOD 

To ensure the proper development of this research, the electronic scientific databases Web of Science and Scopus were 
consulted. For the collection of studies, the following descriptors were used: "Criminalization and victimization of migrants in 
crimes of greater social significance" AND "vulnerability analysis" OR "crimes against migrants" OR "undocumented migrants and 
criminalization" OR "social impact of migrant criminalization" OR "stereotypes of illegal immigrants and exploitation."  

The search and extraction of articles were conducted starting in August 2023. The review included all articles published in 
English and/or Spanish between 1993 and 2023. From an initial pool of 100 articles, a screening process was applied, narrowing 
the selection to 70 articles.  
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Table 1. Inclusion and Exclusion Criteria. 
Inclusion Criteria Exclusion Criteria 

- Articles related to the research topic - Articles unrelated to the research topic 
- Articles of significant relevance on immigration - Articles with limited information or outdated content on immigration 

 
Table 2. Second Search Results. 

Database Total Articles Relevant Articles Overall Precision 
Scopus 60 0 16% 
Web of Science 5 0 0.4% 

 
Table 3. Extraction Matrix. 

Systematic Review Objectives Column 
Title 

Description of the Criteria Used for Extraction 

Describe the approach used in studies addressing topics 
related to the criminalization and victimization of immigrants 
in crimes of social significance. 

Country and 
Year 

Location where the study was conducted and year of 
publication. 

 
Study 
Objective 

General objective of the research / Summarized in the Method 
section.  

Study 
Design 

4.1 Theoretical, instrumental, methodological, and empirical. 

  
4.2 Primary or secondary analysis.   
4.3 Quantitative/Qualitative.  

Sample Type of sample and its characteristics:   
5.1: N: Sample size.   
5.2: CD: Condition.   
5.3: Sample type: DOC (Analyzed documents, such as 
newspaper articles and topic-relevant articles), DAT 
(Secondary data sources). 

Describe the main findings regarding the criminalization of 
immigrants in crimes of social significance. 

Results Key findings related to the main objective / Found in the 
summary or conclusion. 

Describe the main findings regarding the victimization of 
immigrants in crimes of social significance. 

  

 
Table 4. Methodological Characterization of Selected Articles. 

Authors Country 
and Year 

Objective Design Source or Sample 

Comino, S., 
Mastrobuoni, G., & 
Nicolo, A. 

USA, 
2020 

Analyze the relationship between 
immigrant reporting behavior (1973–
1992) and the 1986 amnesty. 

Secondary analysis of 
empirical data. Quantitative. 

DAT: National Crime 
Victimization Survey (NCVS) 
from 1973 to 1992. 

Caraballo, K., & 
Topalli, V. 

USA, 
2021 

Explore critical elements in offenders' 
decision-making processes to target 
immigrants. 

Primary analysis. Empirical. 
Qualitative. 

N = 25, CD: Active offenders. 

Negi, N. J., Siegel, J., 
Calderon, M., 
Thomas, E., & 
Valdez, A. 

USA, 
2020 

Examine victimization experiences 
and their social and psychological 
costs for a sample of Latino day 
laborers. 

Empirical/Ethnography. 
Primary analysis. 
Qualitative. 

N = 25, CD: Latino day laborers. 

Xie, M., & Baumer, E. 
P. 

USA, 
2021 

Explore the relationship between 
citizenship status and risk of 
victimization. 

Secondary analysis of 
empirical data. Quantitative. 

DAT: National Crime 
Victimization Survey (NCVS) 
2017–2018. 

Dhingra, R., Kilborn, 
M., & Woldemikael, 
O. 

USA, 
2021 

Examine the relationship between 
immigration law enforcement and 
undocumented immigrants' and 
Hispanic communities' willingness to 
report crimes. 

Secondary analysis of 
empirical data. Quantitative. 

DAT: FBI Uniform Crime 
Reporting (UCR) and National 
Crime Victimization Survey. 

Light, M. T., & Miller, 
T. Y. 

USA, 
2018 

Analyze the relationship between 
undocumented immigration and 
violent crimes across 50 states and 
Washington, DC (1990–2014). 

Secondary analysis. 
Empirical. Quantitative. 

DAT: Multiple sources of crime 
and sociodemographic reports 
(FBI, Migration Studies, 
Census, PEW). 

Messing, J. T., 
Becerra, D., Ward-
Lasher, A., & Androff, 
D. K. 

USA, 
2015 

Examine the impact of deportation 
fear and trust in procedural fairness 
on Latinas' willingness to report 
violent crimes in the U.S. 

Primary analysis. Empirical. 
Quantitative. 

N = 1049, CD: Latinas in the 
U.S. 

 

2.1. Social Labeling of Immigrants and the Effects of Police Actions 

Most studies conclude that the enforcement of immigration laws operates through repression. For instance, U.S. policies 
legitimize violence by labeling Latinos as criminals (Fujiwara, 2005b). Additionally, police officers often create chaos through the 
forced detention of undocumented immigrants. Emerging research also suggests that restrictive immigration policies are the 
primary mechanism through which Latinos are excluded and racialized in the United States (Aranda et al., 2014). Moreover, there 
is a notable indifference toward Latinos labeled as "illegal." The criminalization of "illegality" stigmatizes Latinos as a racialized 
group, placing them near the bottom of the social stratification system in the United States. 

A 2004 study in the United States revealed that Latinos were victims of stereotypes such as being overcrowded "illegals." 
They were accused of overpopulating schools, taking jobs from "true" citizens, overburdening public services, and engaging in 
criminal activities. 
 

 



 Science of Law, 2025, No. 3, pp. 382-387 

384 

2.2. The Criminalization of Immigrants and Cruel, Inhumane Repressions 

Some countries take a harsh stance on immigration. One notable example is the United States, where, during the Trump 
administration, a series of measures were implemented against immigrants, often labeling them as criminals or undocumented 
offenders. According to Arango et al. (2019), these measures represented acts of cruelty and inhumanity. Specifically, the 
deportation procedures involved the separation of children from their families and their detention under inhumane conditions. 

Benson (2010) also highlights the significant role of media in shaping public perception on immigration. In some cases, the 
media has contributed to the criminalization of immigrants by labeling them as "vandals" or "murderers," which quickly escalates 
into widespread discrimination against immigrant communities. 
 
Table 5. Results. 

Authors Findings 

Comino, S., Mastrobuoni, G., & 
Nicolo, A. 

Due to fear of deportation, undocumented immigrants are less likely to report crimes compared to natives 
(17% vs. 40%). 

Caraballo, K., & Topalli, V. Immigration policies increase the likelihood of migrants becoming crime victims, as they are positioned in 
vulnerable situations with fewer rights protections. Offenders target migrants because they carry cash and 
avoid reporting crimes. 

Negi, N. J., Siegel, J., Calderon, 
M., Thomas, E., & Valdez, A. 

Latino day laborers experience physical abuse, violence, assaults, and theft in public spaces. These 
incidents often go unreported due to lack of knowledge on how to report and negative experiences with 
law enforcement. 

Xie, M., & Baumer, E. P. Foreign-born individuals have lower victimization rates compared to U.S. citizens. Those with ambiguous 
citizenship status, such as undocumented individuals, face higher victimization rates. 

Dhingra, R., Kilborn, M., & 
Woldemikael, O. 

Collaboration between local police and federal immigration authorities reduced crime reporting. Federal 
immigration enforcement may hinder undocumented individuals and their communities from accessing the 
criminal justice system. 

Light, M. T., & Miller, T. Y. Undocumented immigration in the U.S. does not increase violence. The relationship between 
undocumented immigration and violent crime is generally negative but not significant across all contexts. 

Messing, J. T., Becerra, D., 
Ward-Lasher, A., & Androff, D. K. 

Fear of deportation significantly influenced Latinas' perceptions of procedural justice. However, their 
perceptions of fairness were not associated with their willingness to report crimes. 

Barboza, G., Dominguez, S., 
Siller, L., & Montalva, M. 

14% of U.S.-born Mexican citizens support using local police to enforce federal immigration laws. U.S.-
born Mexican citizens are 2.7 to 1.8 times more likely to support immigration criminalization than foreign-
born citizens (11%). 

Andrews, A. L. Migrants self-regulate through hard work, political deference, and cultural assimilation to be perceived 
positively by the dominant culture. They often internalize blame for their immigration status, reducing state 
accountability. 

Xie, M., & Baumer, E. P. In traditional immigrant counties, violence reporting rates in immigrant neighborhoods are similar to other 
areas. In contrast, new immigrant destinations report significantly lower violence rates in high-immigrant 
neighborhoods. 

Rodríguez, R. M., Torres, J. R., 
Sun, J., & Anderson, E. 

Latino undocumented immigrants fear reporting crimes due to deportation concerns, lack of trust in police, 
and fear of retaliation from perpetrators. Non-Latino residents primarily fear retaliation and lack of police 
seriousness. 

Barranco, R. E., & Shihadeh, E. 
S. 

Higher population density increases robbery rates, as robbery requires interpersonal contact. However, 
higher rates of Latino residents decrease robbery rates, suggesting Latinos do not increase crime rates in 
these areas. 

Menjivar, C. Media portray migrants as criminals, terrorists, or welfare abusers, spreading negative narratives about 
migrants through public discourse, policies, and laws. 

Aliverti, A. Minor offenses remain the most common cases in criminal courts, with over 60% involving immigration-
related charges, as these are easier for the judicial system to prosecute. 

Phipps, R., Stivers, R., Dawson, 
V., & Harris, J. 

Participants reported experiencing assaults and xenophobia. Common experiences among children 
included family separation, illness, death, violent victimization, and interpersonal difficulties. 

Maphosa, F., & Ntau, C. Immigrants are viewed as risks to the state rather than as individuals deserving protection. Xenophobia 
has led to actions that violate human rights to punish foreigners. 

Zadnik, E., Sabina, C., & Cuevas, 
C. A. 

No significant differences were found between legal status and reported victimization rates. However, 
Latinas were less likely to seek formal help compared to those with permanent status. 

Martinez, D., & Slack, J. By criminalizing migration and assigning prison sentences, the penal system creates conditions for 
criminal cartels to recruit migrants with criminal records into drug cartels. 

Sung, H., Delgado, S., Pena, D., 
& Paladino, A. 

Undocumented workers experience high levels of victimization but are unlikely to report crimes. However, 
they are eager to contact police for information and assistance in non-legal contexts. 

 

3. DISCUSSION 

The findings of this study can be explained through the phenomenon of propensity for victimization (Carballo & Topalli, 2021). 
Migratory status, particularly the condition of being undocumented, has a strong connection to structural vulnerabilities and high-
risk social interactions (Comino et al., 2020). 

The mere perception of an unauthorized status can trigger the "Deportation Threat Dynamic," a cycle of exploitation where a 
migrant is stereotyped as illegal by an employer or criminal, subsequently leading to victimization. This occurs under the 
assumption that the migrant will not report the crime to the authorities due to fear of immigration-related consequences (Fussell, 
2011; Comino et al., 2020; Carballo & Topalli, 2021). 

The findings regarding the methodological characterization of the studies analyzed primarily highlight the use of secondary 
data analyses and the description of immigrant victimization experiences. However, the objectives of the reviewed studies lack a 
comprehensive scope of the phenomenon. As a result, they fail to address how the various variables and aspects of the 
phenomenon interact within a complex explanatory framework. 

The main limitations of the study are centered on the inability to conduct an analysis of the victimization and criminalization 
of immigrants based on empirical research carried out in Latin America. This limitation stems from the complete absence of such 
studies in the selected databases. This is despite the ongoing migration crisis driven by economic hardships, lack of life prospects, 
unemployment, poverty, limited access to healthcare, low levels of education, crime, and other factors that motivate Latin 
American populations to migrate (Leonova, 2019) within the region. 
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There is a clear need for future research to focus on the victimization and criminalization of immigrants outside the U.S. 
context. 
 

4. CONCLUSIONS 

Immigration is a global phenomenon that, according to studies, is not linked to an increase in violent crime rates. In the United 
States, a country that has been the focus of numerous studies, it has been demonstrated that large waves of migration do not 
affect crime rates (Bell et al., 2013). 

In contrast, in Latin America, migration—particularly irregular migration—has been associated with organized crime, 
terrorism, and drug trafficking. This perception has led to the "securitization of migration" (Barrera-Rodriguez, 2019), a process in 
which society adopts the notion that migration is a threat to national security. Studies in this region have focused on how states 
control and regulate migratory flows, often portraying migrants as sources of disorder and threats to national stability (Ramírez, 
2018). 

Furthermore, there is a correlation between negative attitudes, racism toward immigrants, and the perception of immigrants 
as criminals (Martínez et al., 2004). Racism, as a severe form of discrimination, places immigrants at risk of becoming victims of 
crimes, including hate crimes, which are often unreported and contribute to the "dark figure of crime" (Pezzella et al., 2019). 
Groups such as African Americans and Hispanics are frequent victims and often have strained relationships with law enforcement 
(Pezzella et al., 2019). 

Exclusionary policies reinforce the stigmatized image of immigrants, depicting them as dangerous or inclined toward 
criminality (Anderson, 2013; Melossi, 2013; Sigona & Trehan, 2011). Despite evidence to the contrary, the criminalization of 
immigrants persists, and laws that define migration as a criminal act expose immigrants to vulnerability, restricting their civil rights 
due to their informal status (Brandariz, 2008). 

Historically, migrants have been viewed in receiving countries as risky subjects, linked to criminal activity and rising crime 
rates. This perception is rooted in the challenges faced by migrants, such as cultural adaptation, social exclusion, lack of job 
opportunities, and residence in marginalized neighborhoods characterized by poverty and ethnic diversity (Martínez & Lee, 2004). 

The criminalization of immigrants is a critical and complex issue. Despite contrary evidence, many countries have adopted 
policies that treat immigration as a crime punishable by imprisonment or deportation. These laws fail to consider the individual 
circumstances of immigrants. As a result, immigrants face a lack of state protection as these policies and discourses, both direct 
and indirect, limit their civil rights due to their informal status in the host country. This situation increases their vulnerability to 
becoming victims of crime and other forms of discrimination and marginalization. 

In this regard, the punitive experiences of migrants are also examined through the lens of “segmented detention,” understood 
as a specific form of immobility within the migratory process. This concept seeks to standardize the experience of confinement as 
a transnational condition shared by migrants “in transit.” Such experience arises in response to control mechanisms that turn their 
bodies into profitable commodities, operating under shifting dynamics of racial, political, and institutional immobilization of their 
movements. (Trabalón, 2025). 

 

Funding: 

This research received no specific grant from any funding agency in the public, commercial, or not-for-profit sectors. 
 

Ethical Compliance: 

This study is a systematic review and did not involve human participants, personal data, or any form of human subject intervention. 
Therefore, ethical approval was not required. 
 

REFERENCES 

Aliverti, A. (2012). Exploring the function of criminal law in the policing of foreigners: The decision to prosecute immigration-related 
offences. Social & Legal Studies, 21(4), 511–527. https://doi.org/10.1177/09646639124554 

Anderson, B. (2013). ¿Nosotros y ellos?: La peligrosa política del control migratorio. OUP Oxford. 
Andrews, A. L. (2018). Moralizing regulation: The implications of policing “good” versus “bad” immigrants. Ethnic and Racial 

Studies, 41(14), 2485–2503. https://doi.org/10.1080/01419870.2017.1375133 
Aranda, E., Menjívar, C., & Donato, K. M. (2014). The spillover consequences of an enforcement-first U.S. immigration regime. 

American Behavioral Scientist, 58(13), 1687–1695. https://doi.org/10.1177/0002764214537264 
Arango, J., Mahía, R., Malapeira, D. M., & Sánchez-Montijano, E. (2019). Inmigración, elecciones y comportamiento político. 

Anuario CIDOB de la Inmigración, 2019, 16–30. https://doi.org/10.24241/anuariocidobinmi.2019.16 
Armenta, A. (2017). Racializing crimmigration: Structural racism, colorblindness, and the institutional production of immigrant 

criminality. Sociology of Race and Ethnicity, 3(1), 82–95. https://doi.org/10.1177/2332649216648714 
Ato, M., López, J. J., & Benavente, A. (2013). Un sistema de clasificación de los diseños de investigación en psicología. Anales 

de Psicología, 29(3), 1038–1059. https://doi.org/10.6018/analesps.29.3.178511 
Banco Central de Chile. (2019). Informe de Política Monetaria. 

https://www.bcentral.cl/c/document_library/get_file?uuid=bd3c9251-57e0-669e-97ce-d0b1dcca4242&groupId=33528 
Barboza, G., Dominguez, S., Siller, L., & Montalva, M. (2017). Citizenship, fear and support for the criminalization of immigration: 

Contextualizing Mexican Americans’ attitudes about the role of law enforcement. Policing: An International Journal of 
Police Strategies & Management. https://doi.org/10.1108/PIJPSM-03-2016-0041 

Barranco, R. E., & Shihadeh, E. S. (2015). Walking ATMs and the immigration spillover effect: The link between Latino immigration 
and robbery victimization. Social Science Research, 52, 440–450. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ssresearch.2015.03.003 

Barrera-Rodríguez, M. (2019). Securitizar la migración: análisis del caso chileno. Política. Revista de Ciencia Política, 57(2), 55–
78. Retrieved from https://revistas.uchile.cl/index.php/RP/article/view/61556/67668 

Bell, B. (2019). Crime and immigration. IZA World of Labor. https://doi.org/10.1162/REST_a_00337 
Bell, B., Machin, S., & Fasani, F. (2013). Crime and immigration: Evidence from large immigrant waves. Review of Economics 

and Statistics, 95(4), 1278–1290. https://doi.org/10.1162/REST_a_00337 MIT Press Direct+2cep.lse.ac.uk+2 

https://doi.org/10.1177/09646639124554
https://doi.org/10.1080/01419870.2017.1375133
https://doi.org/10.1177/0002764214537264
https://doi.org/10.24241/anuariocidobinmi.2019.16
https://doi.org/10.1177/2332649216648714
https://doi.org/10.6018/analesps.29.3.178511
https://www.bcentral.cl/c/document_library/get_file?uuid=bd3c9251-57e0-669e-97ce-d0b1dcca4242&groupId=33528
https://doi.org/10.1108/PIJPSM-03-2016-0041
https://revistas.uchile.cl/index.php/RP/article/view/61556/67668
https://doi.org/10.1162/REST_a_00337
https://doi.org/10.1162/REST_a_00337
https://direct.mit.edu/rest/article/95/4/1278/58317/Crime-and-Immigration-Evidence-from-Large?utm_source=chatgpt.com


 Science of Law, 2025, No. 3, pp. 382-387 

386 

Benson, R. (2010). What makes for a critical press? A case study of French and U.S. immigration news coverage. The 
International Journal of Press/Politics, 15(1), 3–24. https://doi.org/10.1177/1940161209349346 

Brandariz, J. A. (2008). La construcción de los migrantes como categoría de riesgo: fundamento, funcionalidad y consecuencias 
para el sistema penal. 

Caraballo, K., & Topalli, V. (2021). “Walking ATMs”: Street criminals’ perception and targeting of undocumented immigrants. 
Justice Quarterly, 1–31. https://doi.org/10.1080/07418825.2021.2005819 

Centro de Estudios y Análisis del Delito (CEAD). (2021). Estadística sobre delitos en Chile. http://cead.spd.gov.cl/estadisticas-
delictuales/ 

Chavez, L. R. (2001). Covering Immigration: Popular Images and the Politics of the Nation. University of California Press. 
Comino, S., Mastrobuoni, G., & Nicolò, A. (2020). Silence of the innocents: Undocumented immigrants’ underreporting of crime 

and their victimization. Journal of Policy Analysis and Management, 39(4), 1214–1245. 
https://doi.org/10.1002/pam.22221 

De Ferari, I. (2012). Los derechos de los niños, niñas y adolescentes migrantes, refugiados y víctimas de trata internacional en 
Chile. Avances y desafíos. Mensaje, 61(612), 62–63. 

Dhingra, R., Kilborn, M., & Woldemikael, O. (2021). Immigration policies and access to the justice system: The effect of 
enforcement escalations on undocumented immigrants and their communities. Political Behavior, 1–29. 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11109-020-09663-w 

Franko, K., & Bosworth, M. (2013). The borders of punishment: Migration, citizenship, and social exclusion. Oxford University 
Press. 

Fujiwara, L. H. (2005). Immigrant rights are human rights: The reframing of immigrant entitlement and welfare. Social Problems, 
52(1), 79–101. https://doi.org/10.1525/sp.2005.52.1.79 

Fussel, E. (2011). La dinámica de la amenaza de deportación y la victimización de los migrantes latinos: robo y robo de salarios. 
The Sociological Quarterly, 52(4), 593–615. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1533-8525.2011.01221.x 

Goffman, E. (1986). Stigma: Notes on the management of spoiled identity. Simon & Schuster. 
Leonova, O. G. (2019). Crisis migratoria en Latinoamérica. Iberoamérica, (3), 104–124. 
Light, M. T., & Miller, T. (2018). Does undocumented immigration increase violent crime? Criminology, 56(2), 370–401. 

https://doi.org/10.1111/1745-9125.12175 
Maphosa, F., & Ntau, C. (2021). Undocumented migrants as Homo sacer: Cases from Botswana and South Africa. Journal of 

Asian and African Studies, 56(4), 872–888. https://doi.org/10.1177/0021909620946349 
Martinez, D., & Slack, J. (2013). What part of “illegal” don’t you understand? The social consequences of criminalizing 

unauthorized Mexican migrants in the United States. Social & Legal Studies, 22(4), 535–551. 
https://doi.org/10.1177/0964663913484638 

Martínez, R., & Lee, M. (2004). Inmigración y delincuencia. Revista Española de Investigación Criminológica, 2, 1–34. 
https://doi.org/10.46381/reic.v2i0.18 

Martinez, R., Lee, M. T., & Nielsen, A. L. (2004). Segmented assimilation, local context and determinants of drug violence in 
Miami and San Diego: Does ethnicity and immigration matter? International Migration Review, 38(1), 131–157.  

Melossi, D. (2013). People on the move: From the countryside to the factory/prison. In K. Franko & M. Bosworth (Eds.), The 
borders of punishment (pp. 273–290). Oxford University Press. 

Menjívar, C. (2016). Immigrant criminalization in law and the media: Effects on Latino immigrant workers’ identities in Arizona. 
American Behavioral Scientist, 60(5–6), 597–616. https://doi.org/10.1177/0002764216632836 

Menjívar, C., Gómez Cervantes, A., & Alvord, D. (2018). The expansion of “crimmigration,” mass detention, and deportation. 
Compás de Sociología, 12(4), e12573. https://doi.org/10.1111/soc4.12573 

Messing, J. T., Becerra, D., Ward-Lasher, A., & Androff, D. K. (2015). Latinas’ perceptions of law enforcement: Fear of deportation, 
crime reporting, and trust in the system. Affilia, 30(3), 328–340. https://doi.org/10.1177/0886109915576520 

Negi, N. J., Siegel, J., Calderon, M., Thomas, E., & Valdez, A. (2020). “They dumped me like trash”: The social and psychological 
toll of victimization on Latino day laborers’ lives. American Journal of Community Psychology, 65(3–4), 369–380. 
https://doi.org/10.1002/ajcp.12406 

Page, M. J., McKenzie, J. E., Bossuyt, P. M., Boutron, I., Hoffmann, T. C., Mulrow, C. D., … & Moher, D. (2021). Declaración 
PRISMA 2020: una guía actualizada para la publicación de revisiones sistemáticas. Revista Española de Cardiología, 
74(9), 790–799. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.recesp.2021.06.016 

Peña, J. M., Verney, S. P., Devos, T., Venner, K., & Sánchez, G. R. (2021). Racial/ethnic group differences and sociocultural 
factors associated with implicit and explicit attitudes toward undocumented Latino immigrants. Journal of Latinx 
Psychology, 9(2), 125. https://doi.org/10.1037/lat0000180 

Pérez Correa, C. (2013). Marcando al delincuente: estigmatización, castigo y cumplimiento del derecho. Revista Mexicana de 
Sociología, 75(2), 287–311. Retrieved July 4, 2023, from 
http://www.scielo.org.mx/scielo.php?script=sci_arttext&pid=S0188-25032013000200005 

Pezzella, F. S., Fetzer, M. D., & Keller, T. (2019, January 28). The dark figure of hate crime underreporting. American Behavioral 
Scientist. https://doi.org/10.1177/0002764218823844 

Phipps, R., Stivers, R., Dawson, V., & Harris, J. (2022). Thematic analysis of intergenerational transmission of trauma in Latinx 
immigrant families in the southern U.S. International Journal for the Advancement of Counselling, 44(2), 298–317. 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10447-022-09467-z 

Ramírez, J. (2018). Era da migração ao século da segurança: o surgimento de ‘políticas de control con rostro (des) humano’. 
URVIO Revista Latinoamericana de Estudios de Seguridad, (23), 10–28. https://doi.org/10.17141/urvio.23.2018.3745 

Rodríguez, A. D. (2021). La criminalización de la inmigración como factor de la construcción del mito inmigrante-delincuente. In 
Políticas públicas en defensa de la inclusión, la diversidad y el género III: migraciones y derechos humanos (pp. 775–
787). Ediciones Universidad de Salamanca. 

Rodríguez, P. G. (2019). La criminalización del colectivo inmigrante en el discurso de la prensa: The criminalization of the 
immigrant collective in the press discourse. Delictae Revista de Estudos Interdisciplinares sobre o Delito, 4(6), 07–35. 
https://doi.org/10.24861/2526-5180.v4i6.89 

Rodriguez, R. M., Torres, J. R., Sun, J., & Anderson, E. (2021). Fear of discovery as a deterrent to undocumented Latinx 
immigrants’ reporting of crimes and the effects of political rhetoric. Academic Emergency Medicine, 28(9), 1019–1023. 
https://doi.org/10.1111/acem.14206 

https://doi.org/10.1177/1940161209349346
https://doi.org/10.1080/07418825.2021.2005819
http://cead.spd.gov.cl/estadisticas-delictuales/
http://cead.spd.gov.cl/estadisticas-delictuales/
https://doi.org/10.1002/pam.22221
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11109-020-09663-w
https://doi.org/10.1525/sp.2005.52.1.79
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1533-8525.2011.01221.x
https://doi.org/10.1111/1745-9125.12175
https://doi.org/10.1177/0021909620946349
https://doi.org/10.1177/0964663913484638
https://doi.org/10.46381/reic.v2i0.18
https://doi.org/10.1177/0002764216632836
https://doi.org/10.1111/soc4.12573
https://doi.org/10.1177/0886109915576520
https://doi.org/10.1002/ajcp.12406
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.recesp.2021.06.016
https://doi.org/10.1037/lat0000180
http://www.scielo.org.mx/scielo.php?script=sci_arttext&pid=S0188-25032013000200005
https://doi.org/10.1177/0002764218823844
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10447-022-09467-z
https://doi.org/10.17141/urvio.23.2018.3745
https://doi.org/10.24861/2526-5180.v4i6.89
https://doi.org/10.1111/acem.14206


 Science of Law, 2025, No. 3, pp. 382-387 

387 

Santa Ana, O. (2002). Brown Tide Rising: Metaphors of Latinos in Contemporary American Public Discourse. University of Texas 
Press. 

Sigona, N., & Trehan, N. (2011). The (re)criminalization of Roma communities in a neoliberal Europe. In Racial Criminalization of 
Migrants in the 21st Century (pp. 119–132). Farnham, Surrey, England. 

Stumpf, J. (2006). The crimmigration crisis: Immigrants, crime, and sovereign power. The American University Law Review, 56(2), 
307–419. 

Sung, H., Delgado, S., Peña, D., & Paladino, A. (2016). Surveillance without protection: Policing undocumented migrant workers 
in an American suburb. British Journal of Criminology, 56(5), 877–897. https://doi.org/10.1093/bjc/azv086 

Trabalón, C. (2025). Migraciones sur-norte del Caribe, África y Asia en las Américas: “Detención segmentada” y “detenibilidad” 
en Sudamérica. Colombia Internacional, 121, 119–153. https://doi.org/10.7440/colombiaint121.2025.05 

Tamarit, J., Luque, E., Guardiola, M. J., & Salinero, S. (2011). La victimización de los migrantes. Una encuesta a colombianos en 
Cataluña. Revista Electrónica de Ciencia Penal y Criminológica, 13(11), 1–22. http://hdl.handle.net/10459.1/46433 

United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. (2015). Asylum trends 2014. Geneva: UNHCR. 
Xie, M., & Baumer, E. P. (2019). Crime victims’ decisions to call the police: Past research and new directions. Annual Review of 

Criminology, 2, 217–240. https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev-criminol-011518-024748 
Xie, M., & Baumer, E. P. (2021). Immigrant status, citizenship, and victimization risk in the United States: New findings from the 

National Crime Victimization Survey (NCVS). Criminology, 59(4), 610–644. (DOI not located) 
Zadnik, E., Sabina, C., & Cuevas, C. A. (2016). Violence against Latinas: The effects of undocumented status on rates of 

victimization and help-seeking. Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 31(6), 1141–1153. 
https://doi.org/10.1177/0886260514564062 
 
 

 

https://doi.org/10.1093/bjc/azv086
https://doi.org/10.7440/colombiaint121.2025.05
http://hdl.handle.net/10459.1/46433
https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev-criminol-011518-024748
https://doi.org/10.1177/0886260514564062

